MONTAIGNE  AMONG  HIS   BOOKS

final note by way of general estimate or comment,
to which is affixed the date, " July 3rd, 1587".

The Greek books are only nine in number. A
copy of Homer's Odyssey of the year 1525, once
the property of Mirabeau the elder, sold in Paris
in 1792, was alleged to have belonged to Mon-
taigne, and to exhibit marginal notes in his hand-
writing. It has disappeared from view, and the
description in the sale-catalogue cannot now be
verified. Among the volumes in Greek, setting
aside a folio Bible printed at Bale in the year
1545, that of greatest interest is a copy of
Froben's edition (1560) of Plutarch's Lives; but
the name of Montaigne, written upon one of its
leaves, does not seem to be in his own handwrit-
ing. On the back of the title-page is found a
manuscript list of authors, which has a better
claim to be regarded as an autograph; perhaps
they were authors whom he had read or hoped to
read. But, in truth, Montaigne did not become
familiar with Plutarch in the original. Unlike
his greatest English contemporary, he had much
Latin; but, like Shakespeare, he had certainly less
Greek. It was through a translation, itself a work
of original genius in its mastery of the spirit of
the French language, the translation of Jacques
Amyot,that Montaigne entered into intimate com-
panionship with his favourite author. With Amyot
he was personally acquainted; from his lips hend has a
